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Our IPAC dept has a policy on the use of ultrasound gels in sterile and non sterile procedures. Do any other organizations have a similar policy and if so under which department does the policy reside? Clinical practice? Diagnostic imaging or Infection control?
Has anyone ever had an issue with cross contamination occurrences in relationship to use of US gels?
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	Amanda Mathur BScPhm. PharmD. RPh
SAH Collaborative Practice Specialist
Sault Area Hospital | 750 Great Northern Road | Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6B 0A8
Phone: 705.759.3434 x5535 |  Email Mathura@sah.on.ca
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	We do not


	

	Corinne Savignac, R.N., BScN, 
Nurse Clinician General Internal Medicine
705-523-7100
Extension 3315
Health Sciences North | Horizon Santé-Nord
41 Ramsey Lake Road 
Sudbury, Ontario P3E 5J1 
 E-mail: csavignac@hsnsudbury.ca
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	Here is our medical gels policy and procedure. The policy is “owned” by Infection Control but resides in clinical policy and procedures. 

	


	Danielle Sangiuliano
 
Interim Charge Technologist and Clinical Coordinator of Radiology
Quinte Health Care
Belleville General
613-969-7400 ext 2378

	In regards to your question about a policy of ultrasound gel, to my knowledge QHC does not have a policy on the use of ultrasound gel sterile or not. 
In clinical practice we use sterile gel for procedures that require a sterile set up, for example PICC lines, to reduce the risk of contamination. We only use regular ultrasound gel when its a procedure that requires not sterile set up.

	



*Imbedding Attachments: When in a document, with the cursor in the place where you wish to insert another document as an icon, Go to Insert, choose "Object" (not 'file') choose "Create from File" browse for the file name from your directory, once found, check off "Display as Icon" select "OK” The document Icon now appears in this document where your cursor was positioned.  Save the document you are working in and the imbedded icon with the document they relate to attached will also be saved to this document.
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PURPOSE 
To ensure the appropriate handling and storage of medical gels.  Contamination of gels from improper 
handling can result in serious health care associated infections. 
 
STANDARDS 
  
Indications for Use See Appendix A 
Sterile Gel / Bacteriostatic 
Gel 


 Check expiry date. 
 Single-use packaging is required. 
 Once a gel package has been opened, it is no longer sterile and 


must be discarded after use. 
 Requires aseptic technique. 


Non-Sterile Gel  Check the expiry date. 
 Date a multi-use bottle when opened and discard after 30 days or 


expiry date if earlier. 
 Container must be sealed correctly when not in use. 
 Nozzle tip must not touch the skin, instrumentation or the 


environment. 
 If a gel is discovered in a patient room, discard the entire container 


upon patient discharge. 
 Discard the container when empty.  Never wash and refill. 
 Bulk containers of gel are not recommended due to risk of 


contamination. 
Warming  Do not warm gel due to the increased risk of bacterial 


multiplication. 
Storage  Gels must be stored in areas where they will be protected from 


moisture, dust, insects, etc. 
 If in doubt about the integrity of the gel (missing date, uncapped), 
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discard the product. 
 Gels should not be stored within patient rooms.  Gels may be 


stored in nurse servers.  Products should be returned to the 
storage location after use. 


 
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 
Definitions 
1. Aseptic Technique:  Practices designed to render and maintain objects and areas maximally free from 


microorganisms and aid in the prevention of surgical site, urinary tract, bloodstream, and pneumonia 
infections that may be device- or procedure-related, including those associated with intravascular 
devices, urinary catheters, and indwelling drains or devices.  Aseptic technique involves using barriers 
such as sterile gloves, sterile gowns, masks, and sterile drapes, to prevent the transfer of 
microorganisms from care providers and the environment to the patient during the procedure being 
performed. 


2. Bacteriostatic Gel:  Non-sterile medical gel containing components that inhibit the growth or 
multiplication of bacteria. 


3. Non-Sterile Gels:  Medical gels which are clean but not sterile. 
4. Sterile Gels:  Medical gels free from all pathogens. 
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APPENDIX A 
Indications for Use 


 


Indication 
Sterile 


Gel 
Bacteriostatic 


Gel 
Non-Sterile 


Gel 
Procedures where skin and mucous membranes 
are penetrated 


   


Endoscopies on intact mucous membranes    
Non-endoscopic procedure on mucous 
membranes (vaginal/rectal exam) 


   


Non-intact skin    
Intact skin   
Babies in NICU    
Patients with immunodeficiency or those on 
immune-suppressive therapy 


   


 






image1.png
icare




image2.jpeg
Health sciences North
Horizon Santé-Nord





