[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
PAGE: 7 of 17
CATEGORY: System-Level ical

SUBJECT: DEATH OF AN INPATIENT / EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT PATIENT

APPENDIX D
Pronouncement of Expected Death by a Nurse

Special Instructions
« Pronouncing death is the act of declaring that death has occurred. Nurses may pronounce death
when:
o Vvital signs have ceased and pupils are fixed and dilated, and
o death of the patient is expected (i.e. the patient is irreversibly and terminally ill and there is
no available treatment to restore health) and
o the death has been anticipated in a written plan (i.e. DNR order, Advance Directive/Living
Will, order for Palliative Care, Level of Treatment Orders)
« In situations where death is not expected, the physician must be notified to pronounce death, to
determine the cause and sign the Certificate of Death. The body cannot be moved until authorized
by the physician.

Equipment
* Stethoscope
e« Ophthalmoscope or other light source

Method
In situations as described above, a nurse may pronounce death, unless the attending physician has
indicated his/her wishes to do so him/herself. The nurse will:
1. Verify death by confirming:
A. absence of apical pulse, and
B. absence of respiration, and
C. pupils are fixed and dilated
2. Document in Patient Progress Notes.




