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Do nurses and physicians perform surgical hand antisepsis (waterless (e.g. Avaguard) or water-based) prior to sterile procedures in Ambulatory Care?
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	Kristy McDonald  RN BScN
Nurse Clinician- Surgical Outpatient Services & SSSU
Health Sciences North/ Horizon Sante-Nord
41 Ramsey Lake Road
Sudbury, ON P3E 5J1
kmcdonald@hsnsudbury.ca
705-5237100 Ext. 3612

	The nurses and physician mostly use Purell prior to sterile procedures and when they have access to a sink, they will use soap and water.

	

	


Jessica Schlegel 
Quality Experience & Safety Team Member 
ext. 3440 

	


Hi Shona,
We have Avaguard, soap and water or the hand sanitizers.  We also do the same after the procedure.  The nurse in the room also cleans the room for turn around.

	

	Carrie Elder
Nursing Coordinator | BScN | Ambulatory Care
Grey Bruce Health Services 
T 519.376.2121 x2720 | F 519.372.3941
www.gbhs.on.ca
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	Most staff use the waterless antiseptic alcohol rub.  However, some of the more invasive procedures, such as carpal tunnel releases, the physicians will do water based and then waterless and then apply their sterile gloves.  

	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



*Imbedding Attachments: When in a document, with the cursor in the place where you wish to insert another document as an icon, Go to Insert, choose "Object" (not 'file') choose "Create from File" browse for the file name from your directory, once found, check off "Display as Icon" select "OK” The document Icon now appears in this document where your cursor was positioned.  Save the document you are working in and the imbedded icon with the document they relate to attached will also be saved to this document.
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