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	Date of Summary
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	Abbreviated Question (as it will appear on search results page)
	· Policy and/or guideline that governs the use of Outdoor Spaces (e.g., porches, terraces and/or courtyard), in particular if your organization has a forensic program. 
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|_| Regulation/Legislation 	|_| Quality/Outcome/Indicator
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Responses:	Please cut and paste responses from emails into the table, save and send summary table to PPNO List Serv.  Allow 3 weeks for responses to filter in before sending final 
	Responder Info
	Comments
	Attachment(s)* 

	

	Linda Reason
Policy Coordinator
Providence Care Hospital
Tel:	(613) 544-4900 ext. 53084
reasonl@providencecare.ca
www.providencecare.ca   
	
	


	Melissa Pelletier, RN, BScN, CNeph(C)
Clinical Educator | Renal Program
Professional Practice
Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre
Tel:	(705) 728-9090 ext. 47712
Cel:	705-229-9846
pelletierm@rvh.on.ca 
www.rvh.on.ca 
	Currently the rules are to continue social distancing.  We have a few terraces with round picnic tables.  Only two people are allowed per picnic table.  If staff leave the facility to go for a break outside they are required to leave their mask covered with paper towel and labelled at a donning/doffing station located at the staff entrance.
	

	Susan Murphy RN BScN CPMHN(C)
Practice Specialist, Mental Health Program
Behavioral Supports Transition Unit
Quinte Health Care
Tel:	(613) 969-7400 ext. 2111
smurphy@qhc.on.ca
www.qhc.on.ca   
	We have a small outdoor patio that is secure. No policy to support its use. It is accessible to patients who are stable enough to be on the general ward. No smoking of course. It opens at 8am and closes at 11pm.
	

	Michelle Davidson, RN, CPRP
Manager, Forensic Mental Health Program
Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre
Tel:	(807) 684-6464
davidsom@tbh.net
www.tbh.net 
	Our Forensic program has a secure yard, but doesn't have a specific policy that governs its use.  It is referenced in our Unit Safety and Security SOP as follows:
When accessing the secure yard
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Patients will be supervised at all times by a minimum of two staff members except when the entire group of patients has indirectly supervised hospital/grounds privileges or indirectly supervised community access per 
FMH-03-Levels of Security-Forensic Mental Health, in which case one staff member will be sufficient. 
2. Yard access for patients is at staff members’ discretion. 
3. Patients are not allowed in the storage shed at any time.
	



*Imbedding Attachments: When in a document, with the cursor in the place where you wish to insert another document as an icon, Go to Insert, choose "Object" (not 'file') choose "Create from File" browse for the file name from your directory, once found, check off "Display as Icon" select "OK” The document Icon now appears in this document where your cursor was positioned.  Save the document you are working in and the imbedded icon with the document they relate to attached will also be saved to this document.
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POLICY

These policies and procedures have been created specifically for Providence Care and may not be
applicable for other organizations. Providence Care accepts no responsibility for use of this material by
any person or organization not associated with Providence Care. No part of the document should be used
for publication without appropriate acknowledgement. A printed copy of this document may not reflect the
most current, electronic version on the Providence Care Intranet.

Purpose:
To describe the use of the Forensic Mental Health secure yard.

Policy Statement:

Yard Outings:

The Providence Care Forensic Mental Health (FMH) program supports the right of all clients to
reasonable access to fresh air and exercise. Forensic Mental Health staff will ensure every
client has the opportunity for at least sixty (60) minutes of outdoor time, provided there are no
security concerns or contraindications.

Staff supervising the yard will carry a FMH unit cellphone.
No contact is allowed with anyone through the fence.

Yard is to be closed to both direct and indirect groups during open groups on the unit to
encourage engagement and participation in group activity.

Directly Supervised Secure Yard

Assessment clients are not eligible for indirect yard unless they are hospitalized for more than
60 days. During directly supervised yards, staff must be mobile throughout the yard and be
observing for any safety or clinical issues. Two (2) staff are required for direct yard supervision
(up to seven (7) clients). If the number of directly supervised clients wishing to access secure
yard is in excess of 7, three (3) staff are required.
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Indirectly Supervised Yard:

Clients may apply through the privilege process for indirectly supervised yard. The inter-
professional team will decide the clinical appropriateness of granting this privilege and will
consider any relevant safety or security issues when doing so.

A Physician’s order stipulating duration and applicable restrictions is required prior to a client
accessing this privilege.

Clients with indirect yard may use this privilege between 0800 hours and 2100 providing the
yard is not being used for other purposes, such as pre-arranged group yard activities. Clients
may access yard on the hour or half-hour.

Clients with indirect yard may use the yard concurrently to a maximum of 7 clients. However,
staff is reminded to take into consideration the dynamics of the clients they are allowing into the
yard at the same time.

Clients returning from use of this privilege will be subject to thorough scanning using the hand
wand and search. (Refer to Forensic Mental Health FMH —PP-3'Searches’)

Cross-Reference:
Forensic Mental Health Policy and Procedure #FMH-PP-3‘Searches’
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