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PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to define and provide organizational policy for the
assessment, documentation and communication of allergies and adverse reactions for
all patients. In doing so, the goal is to have improved and standardized allergy
documentation throughout the organization and improved accuracy of Drug, Food and
Environmental allergies and the adverse reactions within the patient’s health record.

POLICY

All known food, drug and environmental allergies will be identified and documented at the
time of initial assessment and/or admission for all inpatients and outpatients.

All admitted, emergency department, and same day surgery patients with an

allergy will have a red Allergy Alert armband placed on their wrist next to the
identification armband. For patients in other out-patient settings, consideration to the
application of the allergy band is needed if the patient will be in the hospital for any length
of time and/or receiving any treatment.

DEFINITIONS

See Appendix A
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PROCEDURE

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Allergy documentation occurs in the patient’s electronic health record, using
the Allergy management module. Refer to down-time procedures if needed.

Allergies will be selected from the list (coded allergies), with the appropriate
category and additional information provided in the reaction and comment
sections.

When a drug or environmental allergy is unable to be selected from the
allergen (coded) list, a free text entry can be used with additional information
provided in the reaction and comment sections. For a food allergy use the
choice of “Not Listed”.

In the event that a discrepancy is found when confirming a documented and
verified allergy, the discrepancy must be communicated to Pharmacy, via the
CMAR communication form and/or pharmacy consult should be completed.

At the time of allergy assessment, a red allergy armband will be placed on the
patient prior to the implementation of any treatment or interventions.

Pharmacy will verify all drug and environmental allergies for patients who
have orders sent to pharmacy.

Dieticians will verify any food allergy.

Medical Radiation Technologist will verify allergies for contrast media if a
patient undergoes a radiology procedure.
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